EITTENHOUSE-----RIVE-DE-GIEB.

Select Collection of English Songs (1783),
Ancient Songs from the Time of King Henry
II. to the Revolution (1790), a Collection of
Scottish Songs (1794), Robin Hood Poems
(1795), Ancient English Metrical Romances
(1802), &c.

Bittenhonse, DAYID, American astrono-
mer, born in Pennsylvania 1782, died 1796,
Originally a clock and mathematical instru-
ment maker, he became master of the U.S.
mint, and succeeded Franklin as president
of the American Philosophical Society. He
was the first to use spider-lines in the focus
of a transit instrument.

Bitter, HEINRICH, a German philosopher,
born in 1791, studied theology and philo-
sophy at Halle, G-6'ttingen, and Berlin from
1811 to 1815. In 1824 he became an extra-
ordinary professor of philosophy in Berlin,
accepted an ordinary professorship at Kiel
in 1833, and subsequently occupied the chair
of philosophy at Gottingen University from
1837 till his death in 1869. Hitter's chief
work is a general History of Philosophy
(Geschichte der Philosophic; 12 vols. 1829-
55). He also published a System of Logic
and Metaphysics; a Cyclopaedia of the Philo-
sophical Sciences; a popular Treatise on Im-
mortality; and other works.

Bitter, KABL, German geographer, born
1779, died 1859. He studied at Halle,
became a private tutor in 1798, and in 1819
succeeded Schloaser as professor of history
at the Frankfort Gymnasium. He then
published an Introduction to the History
of European Nations before Herodotus, 1820;
and in the same year became professor ex-
traordinary of geography at the University
of Berlin, where he remained until his death.
His great work is Die Erdkunde im Yer-
haltnisse zur Natur und Geschichte des Men-
schen (Geography in its Relations to Nature
and History), the two first volumes of which
appeared in 1817-18, but it ultimately com-
prised upwards of twenty volumes. He wrote
several other geographical works, and con-
tributed extensively to the journals of the
Berlin Geographical Society.

Ritual, the series of rites or ceremonies
established in connection with any religion;
or the book in which religious services are
prescribed and detailed. See Liturgy.

[Ritualism, a strict adherence to rites and
ceremonies in public worship. The term is
more especially applied to a tendency re-
cently manifested in the Church of Eng-
land, resulting in a series of changes intro-
duced by various clergymen of the High
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Church party into the services of the Church.
These changes may be described externally
as generally in the direction of a more ornate
worship, and as to their spirit or animating
principle, as the infusion Into outward forms
of a larger measure of the symbolic element
They are defended on the grounds of law,
ancient custom, inherent propriety, and di-
vine sanction or authority. The Ritualists
hold, with most others, that all authorita-
tive and obligatory regulation upon ritual
is not laid down in the New Testament,
but they, or many of them, maintain that
a knowledge of what is obligatory in ritual
is derived from apostolical tradition, going
back to apostolical times. They argue that
the design of the institution of Christianity
was not to abrogate the external ceremonials
by which the patriarchal and Mosaic dis-
pensations in the Old Testament were dis-
tinguished; but to replace them by a higher
ceremonial, and they explain the compara-
tive simplicity of primitive worship by the
secrecy and restraint to which the early
church was subjected. The points of ritual
about which there has been the most violent
contention are those which involve the
adoration of Christ as present on the altar
under the forms of bread and wine. Other
points are: the eastward position of the
priest at consecration; lights oa the holy
table; the use of various vestments; the use
of incense; mixing water with wine for com-
munion; fasting before communion from
previous midnight; regular confession to a
priest, with absolution and penance; &c.
The legal position of the Ritualists is that
the first Book of Common Prayer, issued
in the second year ol Edward YL (1549,
with alterations made in 1552,1604, and
1662), is still the guide of the church in all
matters pertaining to ritual, the present
Prayer-book not being in itself complete,
but referring to this first Prayer-book in its
opening rubric. Various judgments have
been given In ecclesiastical courts against ex-
treme Ritualists, and some of their proceed-
ings have been pronounced illegal Ritual-
istic practices have been generally con-
demned by the bishops, and an act of par-
liament giving them power to restrain
innovations of this kind came into force on
1st July, 1875. The ritualistic movement
in the Church of England arose out of the
high church movement inaugurated by the
Tractaxians. See Tractananim.
Bive-de-Gier (rev-de-zhya), or simply
a town of France, department of the